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house, while the bridegroom, with music before
and all the village after, marched through the
street to claim admission, which was treacherously
effected by one of the bridesmaids opening a
window. In Northumberland the bridegroom
leapt with the bride over the louping-stone at the
church door, and in the little wooden church of
Nether Peover in Cheshire a maid showed her
right to be a farmer's wife by lifting with one
brawny arm the great oak Ud of the Peover
chest,

On the bridal day the company put on col-
oured scarves, love-knots and ribbons, and fine
gloves and garters. These were also given by the
bridegroom to his absent friends as tokens of
remembrance: "A pair of green fringed gloves
for my brother, white and coloured lace gloves
for my sister, pink coloured trimmed gloves for
Master Ralph, my coloured trimmed gloves for
Master Munsey, white gloves trimmed with green
for my little niece, and one of my wife's wedding
garters for Master Ralph/' At the wedding feast
the sack posset was eaten, and when all were
high-flown, the bride was undressed by her
maids and the bridegroom by his male friends,
the company coming up from their junketings
below to see them to bed, scramble for ribbons and
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